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The multidisciplinary exhibition CLIMATE CARE: Reimagining Shared Plan-

etary Futures is the MAK’s main contribution to the VIENNA BIENNALE 

FOR CHANGE 2021. It aims to explore and celebrate the concepts of 

PLANET LOVE and CLIMATE CARE and foster artistic and creative en-

gagement with them. Culture and the arts are well suited to serve as a 

bridge between environment, climate, and nature with its abundance of 

species on the one hand, and the technological driving forces of innova-

tion and consumption on the other hand. The arts can directly communi-

cate with our senses and inspire us in ways that no climate or biodiversity 

statistics can. They are, therefore, key disciplines in transforming our cur-

rent Digital Modernity into a fully sustainable Climate Modernity. Through 

projects by designers, architects, and artists, the MAK aims to be a hub for 

constructively developing Climate Modernity.  

 

The exhibition takes an optimistic view of the future and engages with a 

variety of micro-revolutions that condense into one grand visionary narra-

tive. It is the narrative of a global community of all species on earth, natu-

ral or artificially generated, who collectively co-create the conditions for 

hopeful paths towards shared, regenerative futures. We have choices as 

to how we shape our destiny in the Anthropocene, and this exhibition 

serves as a compass for orienting ourselves towards taking action for CLI-

MATE CARE today. 

 

The exhibition suggests that the concept of CLIMATE CARE is an ideal 

point of departure for the future development of this shared, “more than 

human” world. We acknowledge that humans are just one among many 

species that live and thrive in interdependence with other species on the 

planet. By highlighting the growing dangers of human exceptionalism, that 

has led to exponential damage of the planet, the exhibition acts as a call 

to arms to shift our perspective towards a MORE-THAN-HUMAN future 

and start to care for this interdependence now. The first chapters of the 

exhibition are therefore dedicated to this crucial shift of perspective by 

highlighting diverse projects that convey the emotional urgency towards a 
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planet that is itself an organism in need of our care. Such care work in turn 

creates for us a thriving environment with a proven ability to recover and 

regenerate. 

 

Adopting a more-than-human approach redoubles the urgent need to deal 

with rampant climate change, dramatic loss of biodiversity, the destruc-

tion of ecosystems, and the relentless overuse of Earth’s resources. Cli-

mate Justice plays a key role in this context: while nations of the Global 

North owe their level of development to colonization and an over-propor-

tional carbon footprint, many of the socially and economically disadvan-

taged countries of the Global South are suffering from the particularly 

strong effects of climate change. We have no right to deprive future gen-

erations of equal opportunities, and we have to take responsibility for the 

generations that preceded us. The exhibition showcases ideas from di-

verse backgrounds that deal with the equitable reorganisation of limited 

carbon budgets and possible ways to balance the precarious inequalities 

of our current lifestyles. Strategies such as circular thinking, recycling, re-

pair, and zero-waste, as well as plant-based diets and sustainable land 

use, are crucial for achieving CO2 drawdown and new ways of structuring 

our daily needs—while at the same time re-imagining the distribution of 

natural resources.  

 

In the chapter IMAGINARIES, the exhibition’s curators take visitors on an 

inspirational journey of ideas, processes, projects, and narratives—from 

how we take care of each other, to how and what we nurture and gener-

ate, and how we dwell, move, collaborate and mobilize active hope. The 

projects in this section come from diverse backgrounds such as art, de-

sign, technology, science, policy and activism, and also include a selection 

of impact games (curated by SUBOTRON). The protagonists take a look at 

prototypical initiatives proving that unsolicited pilot projects and bottom-

up initiatives can reach realistic and practicable progressive goals and 

generate design solutions impacting their particular contexts. The exhibi-

tion projects a re-imagination of ideas exemplifying how social and envi-

ronmental justice will take the lead in winning this race against time—once 

we all unite under the call for CLIMATE CARE. 

 

As this is an exhibition on CLIMATE CARE, it also has to be a model as re-

gards its own CO2 emissions and aim to keep such emissions as low as 

possible. To this end, the MAK has started a pilot project with the BOKU 

Vienna Competence Center for Climate Change that will make it possible 

to carefully calculate the exhibition’s CO2 emissions.  

 

There is no time to lose. Let us all become climate carers today! 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Curators:  

Anab Jain, Designer and Professor of Design Investigations, University of 

Applied Arts, Vienna; Hubert Klumpner, Architect and Professor of Archi-

tecture and Urban Design, ETH Zurich; Marlies Wirth, Curator Digital Cul-

ture and MAK Design Collection; Christoph Thun-Hohenstein, MAK Gen-

eral Director and Head of the VIENNA BIENNALE 

Curatorial Assistance: Antje Prisker, Curatorial Assistant VIENNA BIEN-

NALE Scenography and Communication Design: Ruedi and Vera Baur, At-

elier Integral Designers and Institut dix-milliards-humains, Paris 

 

Press images are available at MAK.at/en/press and  

viennabiennale.org 
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